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melted away. He allowed some planes to be given to
him personally, and he returned this with the gift of
planes, naturally, too, at the cost of the nation.

The making of gifts is the fashion in the Third
Reich. As Hindenburg had been given an estate and
a forest by the Minister President, so Goring had to
show his gratitude also to Hitler, the Leader and
Chancellor. The Volkischer Beobachter of 20 April
1935 gives this significant piece of news : ' A squadron
of fighting machines, which on Saturday afternoon
had been drawn up in several sections at Staaken
and here been ceremonially handed over to the
Leader. . . .'

Dorothy Woodman, in her excellent book, Hitler
Rearms, says very truly that Goring, in the last two
years, had been able to use practically however
great sums of money he wished for his air fleet-**-*
milliards. The question of cost has not been of any
account in the building up of German military aviation.
On 2 May 1935 Goring said as follows to the foreign
Press representatives in Berlin : "If you ask me :
how strong, is the German air arm now? then I
can assure you that the German air arm will always
be as strong as the forces in the world banded for or
against peace. I am not telling you anything surprising
when I stress the fact that the German air arm is so
strong that anyone who attacks Germany will be very
hard put to it in the air."

Goring's task now is to keep, if not to strengthen,
the standard that has been reached in the air.   The^
civil war in Spain has shown the German General,
Staff clearly that the fighting forces in the air must
be improved.   The first trial war which the Goring